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"America would be infinitely better served if Marva Collins' philosophy of education somehow could

become franchised and implemented on a national scale."--Alex Haley, author of ROOTSMarva

Collins offers a beacon of hope in the midst of America's educational crises. MARVA COLLINS'

WAY recounts Marva Collins' successful teaching strategies and offers inspirational advice on how

to motivate children to fulfill their potential. This updated edition contains a new epilogue for parents

and teachers."The first things we are going to do here, children, is an awful lot of believing in

ourselves." With these words, Marva Collins greets her students and opens them up to a potential

many never thought possible. It is her constant "You can do it" that convinces her students there is

nothing they cannot achieve. This independent-minded teacher's drive, courage, and dedication has

helped her students reach high levels of accomplishment,. Her story can be any parent's or

teacher's model.MARVA COLLINS' WAY is a prescription for effective teaching and graphic

indictment of what is wrong with much of American education today. More than just an account of

one teacher's struggles and successes, it demonstrates a teacher's technique that can be applied in

every classroom and home.In 1981, this book was made into the TV movie The Marva Collins Story

starring Cicely Tyson and Morgan Freeman.
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I am a classical homeschooler. The average person who asks, "How are you teaching your children

at home?" has never heard of classical schooling and doesn't want a lecture. But if you say, "Like



Marva Collins," their face lights up. For over 25 years Marva Collins has been the most famous

teacher in America, yet not one American in a thousand can tell you what her method is called, how

to find a local school that uses it, or how to teach that way at home. That disconnection sums up

America's educational crisis in a nutshell.Marva Collins was reared the only child of a wealthy

African-American family in segregated Alabama. She learned early on that only three things really

mattered: your knowledge, your courage and your willingness to work hard. After graduating from

college with a degree in Business, she found the only jobs available at that time to college-educated

African-American women were as teachers. She eventually became an elementary school teacher

and honed her craft with 14 years of public school teaching.Marva Collins didn't follow any

curriculum. She asked veteran teachers what worked and tested their recommendations in her own

classroom. She discarded what didn't work and kept what did work, and what worked for her

students was phonics and a "Great Books" approach to learning delivered with large doses of

positive reinforcement and lectures on self-reliance, a method that had been named by others

"classical schooling."By the early 1970s the veteran teachers who had trained Marva Collins were

retired, and the new administration did not support her intensive learning style. In 1974 the principal

abruptly took her own class away from her in the middle of the year.
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